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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1488

AS AMVENDED BY THE SENATE

Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session

State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By House Comm ttee on Fi nance (originally sponsored by
Representatives B. Sullivan, Upthegrove, Appleton, Dunshee, Hunt,
Di ckerson, VanDeWege, Canpbell, Kessler, Eicknmeyer, MCoy, Chase,

Green, Sells, Kenney, Ericks, Roberts, Lantz, Goodman, Wod, Kagi,
Moel | er and Rol f es)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 13/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to protecting all of Wshington's waters by
enhancing the state's oil spill program and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the state's

oil spill prevention and response prograns perform essential services
in protecting the environnent and natural resource econony of
Washi ngt on. Due to increased demand for services, the legislature

finds that these prograns have been expanded several tines in the
twenty years since the funding nechanisns for these prograns were
aut hori zed, but the fundi ng nmechani sns for these prograns have renmai ned
unchanged. Wthout additional funding, these prograns face a
structural funding deficit beginning in the 2007-2009 biennium The
| egi slature further finds that the current source of funding for these
prograns is derived from only one segnent of activities that present

oil spill risks in the state, and that there is a need for a
conprehensi ve assessnent of the sources of oil spill risks and
potential funding nechanisns by which all sectors that are a source of
oil spill risks may contribute to ensuring adequate funding for

prograns that prevent as well as prepare for and respond to oil spills.

p. 1 2SHB 1488. PL
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(2) The legislature finds that the Strait of Juan de Fuca is a

significant international avenue of waterborne comerce. Over five
thousand transits by vessels greater than three hundred gross tons
occur in the Strait each year. Rel i abl e, safe vessel transits are

vitally inportant to Washi ngton state, the United States, and Canada.
The |l egislature finds that conprehensive neasures to prevent oil spills
must be inplemented in the Strait. The |legislature further finds that
stationing a response tug at the west entrance to the Strait is a
critical conmponent of such conprehensive neasures, evidenced by the
fact that the seasonal tug stationed at Neah Bay has conducted nore
than thirty assists since 1999. Because of the national significance
of this waterway and the national interest in preventing oil spills
there, the federal governnment should undertake to ensure that a year-
round response tug is stationed at the west entrance to the Strait,
either by providing sufficient federal funding for this purpose or to
require through federal regulation that the comrercial shipping
interests benefiting fromthis service provide for a stationed tug

The legislature therefore directs the departnent of ecol ogy to request
that federal agencies with jurisdiction seek to require or fund the
stationing of a response tug at such |ocation, and seek rei nbursenent
for the funding provided by the state for this purpose comencing with
the fiscal year 2008 costs to the state.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. By Septenber 1, 2008, the joint |egislative
audit and review conmttee shall exam ne the funding mechanismfor the
oil spill prevention and response progranms. This study shall eval uate
the state's oil spill prevention, preparedness, and response prograns
to conpare the sources of oil spill risk with the funding nechani sm
The study shall i nclude:

(1) Areview of existing oil spill risk evaluations and qualitative
nodel s, incl uding:

(a) Evaluations or nodels for a risk evaluation franmework,
considering such factors as volunme of oil, time at sea, proximty to
wat er, organi zati onal readi ness, and danage done; and

(b) Evaluations or nodels for risk allocation, assessing how nuch
of the risk goes with the product and how much with where and how t he
product is handl ed and who is handling it;
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(2) A review of
spill volunes, spil
i ndi vidual spills;

(3) Conparisons

enpi rical

data related to actua

spill nunbers,

| ocations, and other circunstances related to

of the

contributed by sector; and
(4) Options to allocate
categories, by sector.

risk allocation to the

the state's costs to

~-- END ---

actual funding

the major risk
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